CHAPTER FORTY 


HEARTS ANP BONES 





Yes- BUT NOT 
PHYSICALLY. 


THIS IS A 
PROJECTION 
OF MY MIND. 

IN ITs TRUEST 
‘AND MOST 
POWERFUL 

FORM. 


SOME KIND OF 
WEIRD CENTAUR, 
OR SOMETHING?) 





TAM THE ONE 


THE ONE You 
WILL Never 
Now. 








THAT IS HER NAME, YES? 
HER ENTIRE BODY BECAME A SWARM OF MONSTERS. 
THAT GLOWING SHAPE OF HER IS LIKE 
‘THE SPOT THAT WAS ON YOUR CHEST, 

‘OR UNDER ABEL'S EYEPATCH. 


‘AN INVERTED VOIP, TRACING WHAT HER 
HUMAN SHAPE USEP To BE. 
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BUT HER OLD SELF IS NOT 


THERE Is STIL 
CUB OES APIECE LEFT FROM 


HER HUMAN BaDY, 
WITH ALL ITS HUMAN, 
WeakNesses, 


YES, HAVE YOU NOTICED THERE ue: a 
ARE NO BEINGS LIKE ANIMA 3 ae re CUce 
WITHIN Hee Web Be IN TROUBLE IF 


SHE HAD ALL THIS, AND 


SOHER BRAIN POWERS LiKe YoURS. 


IS STILL NORMAL! 


PeRHaps Because 
T HAVE SOME KINSHIP. 
WITH IT. 


Yes. We WOULD BE 
UNIMAGINABLY DOOMED. 


e 
ee 
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BUT Now THAT Tam more | 
I was exignTener FULLY INTUNE WiTH mY SeLE- 
oF Hee MIND, BEFORE, 


T UNDERSTAND 
WHAT I WAS 
FRIGHTENED OF. 


ITWAS THE MANY MINDS 
OF HER MONSTERS THAT 
TERRIFIED Me— 


THEY WERE $0 DENSE 
AND LAYERED, HUNDREDS 
ON TOP OF EXCH OTHER, 
AND I COULDN'T SEE 
THEIR TRUE SHAPE, 


BUT THOSE MINDS ARE NOT COMPLICATED 
OR PANGEROUS. THERE ARE ONLY ALOT OF THEM. 
‘OND I See NOW THAT 


HER OWN MIND 


Is YUST LIKE 
ANY OTHER. 





RAY) €0 THe BRAIN IS 
THE WEAK POINT. . 


af BUT WHERE IS IT? 


ons 








per earl (ROUGH 





= Ie We HIT THE 
$0, IF WE HIT THE BRAIN: BRAIN, We DON'T 


HAVE TO KILL HER. 


BUT THEN, WON'T 
THAT Just MAKE 
Hee ExPLope? 


Now, I DUNNO ExacTLy 
$0 MAYBE, IE 
HOW THAT (MACHINE WORKED. YOU 00 THAT FOR 


GUUZY'S HEALING 
WHEN THEY MaDe 
THE MACHINE THAT 
PUT HUMANS AND 
MAKE IT WORK. 





Ie VioLeT says THAT 
EVEN ONE PART OF LULENSKI 
1S STILL HUMAN 


LiKe WHAT 
TO ENID, 


You pon't Know wHaT 
‘YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT! 


‘ANp- THis BOPY IS 


nT. THERE'S 


Peeree: 
NOTHING TO HesL! 


I GET WHAT YOURE 

saving, eur Just PONT 

KNOW I IT WILL ACTUALLY 
WORK THAT WAY. 


You 


PROT 
uust PONT UNDERSTAND 
HOW MuUcH You Neee 





EVEN IF YoU CAN 


IT DOESNT MATTER ‘See WHERE MY 
WHAT YOU Do! Bea 


YOU CAN'T TOUCH IT. 


60 MY GUARDIAN ANGELS 
WILL KEEP IT SAFE. 









(OR JUST MAKE HER 
YOU CAN 0 THAT, FORGET THEM. 
CANT YOU? 








WANDA, THIS 1S. 
MY SON, ROGER, 


ROGER, THIS IS 
WANDA LULENSKI. 


Se eerste 
ANP ZOOLOGY, I HOPE YOU ARENT SICK 
OF INTRODUCTIONS! 


sor say 
SHES REMARKABLY 
WeLL-sulteD TO 
‘OUR STRANGE 





...AND He's BEEN 
oviTe INSTeUMENTAL 
IN SECURING 
‘oug Latest 
RESULTS. 


IN Fact, 

1 YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE TECHNICAL 
PROCESS, 


He's A serrer 
PERSON TO.ASK 


‘YoU CAN USUALLY 
FIND HIM IN THE LABS 
SEVEN PAYS A WEEK, 


SO HELL CERTAINLY 
Be ACCESSIBLE. 


THOUGH 
YOU REALLY OUGHT TO 
TAKE A BREDK, 
mike! 





WAIT, WHAT? 


THE ALPHA 
SPECIMENS? 


I vUST PONT 
WANT To HURT 
THOSE KIDS, 


DON'T THINK. 
WetL HAVE TO 
HURT THEM. 


THOSE WEAPONS 
THEY GAVE US 
Age JUST FOR 
EMERGENCIES, 

RIGHT? 


You THINK 
THAT IF WE 
BRING THEM 
BACK HERE, 


Iwish we 

COULD JUST 

Leave THEM 
‘ALONE, 
THEY LL BE 

BETTER OFF? 


BUT PAD WOULDN'T 
Be HAPPY WITH 
THAT, WOULD HE? 


He's THE ONE 
WHO SAYS 


WITH THEIR Boples 
THE WAY THEY ARE, 
THEY'LL DIE 
‘ANYWAY! 


le THAT'S TRUE, 
WHY CAN'T 
We wusr... 





’ eoser, ie Youre 
Nor Happy wrt 


Ler's uust 
GET A MOVE ON. 


Ie We DON'T G0, eH, BRIGHT 
THEY MIGHT SEND eves? 


SOMEONE WORSE. 


Ip YOU WANT 
ANY MORE. 
DUMPLINGS? 





TM GLAD We STAYED 
LATE To work. 


IT'S REALLY TURNING. 
‘OUT NICELY, PONT 
‘YOU THING? 


I DIDN'T HAVE ANY 
FRIENDS IN SCHOOL. 


HUNCHED? over some: 
‘TAKEOUT, PULLING AN 
‘ALL-NIGHTER WITH 


TM BEING AWKWARD ¢, 
ee | Gaby 


TM HAVING FUN. 





EVERY TIME I SEE A NeW 
KIND OF MONSTER 


intakes my. 
BREATH AWAY. 


THEYRE 50 STRANGE 
‘AND UNIQUE. 


Never ourre WHAT 
T expectep. 


AND I GOT T0 
‘MaKe THEM 


TM $0 PROUD 
OF THAT. 


en 




















-+:NOW OR NEVER, 

















I UNDERSTAND NOW. 
I UNPERSTANP WHY I FAILED. 


THE MONSTERS WERE MADE => 





FROM A NEW ELEMENT. Z ® 
) 
AN UNKNOWN FORCE WE FOUND, 
HIDDEN IN HUMAN BLOOD. 
= We AMPLIFIED THAT FORCE 
@. UNTIL A NORMAL HUMAN 
‘4 COULP NO LONGER CONTAIN a 
° = ° 
oO WHEN Expose! DP» 
S ABOPY HAP To Stier i) 

AND CHANGE, EXPANDIN y 
RAPIDLY ALONG STRANGE — o 


UNCHARTED PATHS... 
@ 
TO Keer ue uP Pai Tharrower, 
@ . 


be BUT STILL, THAT POWER 
WAS NOTHING... 





NOTHING MORE THAN HUMAN. 


ALL HUMANS HAVE THIS ELEMENT INSIDE THEM. 





WE STILL PONT KNOW WHAT IT IS. 





ES IT LIE PORMANT, WAITING TO BE BROUGHT OUT A 


OR DOES IT 





RPOSE? 








THESE THINGS WE CALL MONSTERS 
ARE JUST AN EXTENSION OF HUMAN POWER. 






MYSTERIOUS. 


SECRET. 


LIMITLESS. 





MY QUEST TO DESTROY BEC ( ‘NP, \\ ¥ TWAS NEVER 
THE MONSTERS WAS DOOMED IT MEANT TR’ TO STRONG es 
FROM THE START HU ry. \\ T0 DO nee 
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FLOATING... 


THE STARS ARE 
BEAUTIFUL. 





S0- IF TM HEARING 
YOU NOW, THAT MEANS— 





WHAT PO YOU MEAN, 


‘eoopeye'? 





YOU MIGHT TECHNICALLY 
Be 'bLiVe" TM Re 


BUT YOU WONT, LIKE, y 
RUN IN THE GRASS, AND STUFF... ‘onay aves. _ ITS IMPOSSIBLE. 


° 
[] OR TASTE YOUR FAVORITE 
FOO, OR DRINK WHEN 
YOU'RE THIRSTY... 








WEVE COME THIS BUT YoutL 
FAR- I’M NOT Live FOREVER 
LETTING YOU Go! you pont, W fp IF YOU STAY THE 


KNOW WHAT way You ARE! 
YOU'RE DOING. 


DONT THROW 
THAT AWAY! 


DONT 
WANT THAT 
ANYMORE! 


I DON'T WANT. 
TO HAVE MY LIFE 


Ie IT ONLY, 
HERE Because 
ET00K IT 
FROM You! 








FAB viiies's GOING ON 
DOWN THERE? 

















WASN'T SHE- 
TASSUMED SHE 
WAS BACK INSIDE YOU, 

O® SOMETHING. . 


AND THAT'S WHY YOU. 
AREN'T BLUE ANYMORE? 


TWAS GOING TO 


BeAN- WHEN 
I GRABBED YOU 
OUT OF THE SKY, 


THERE WAS THIS. 
WEIRD, LIKE, MASS 
UNBER YoU. 


You WERE GLOWING 
LIKE CRAZY AND IT 
WAS HARD TO See 

WHAT ANYTHING 
was. 


I. GUESS I THOUGHT 
IT WAS LeFToveRS. 
FROM LULENSKIS. 

BODY OR SOMETHING. 


I... ouess 
SHE FELL INTO 
THe TREES. 


SHE MUST BE 
“OKAY. 


LWouo 
eeu IT 
ie SHE 
WASNT. 











THIS IS YOUR 
OLD SHIRT... +. LKNOW SHE 
LOdKS DIFFERENT. 


I GET THE FEELING 
THAT MAYBE SHE'S. 
NOT AS STRONG 
2S SHE WAS BEFORE. 


SHE'S MORE FRAIL 
OR SOMETHING, 


We'Re BOTH 
STILL HERE. 






















rw auap vour mr eanyee ane. Age WH Ye pwr go THEY ARE VERY KIND. 
60 0N vacariOn AS YOURS DID. 


THEY INSISTED ON A PLACE 
ours Has WHERE BOTH MY BODIES 
BEEN VERY = COULD COME ALONG, SO 
NICE. FLYING Was NOT AN 
OPTION... 


STILL, LIKE THIS CABIN. | 
ULIE SAYS ITS FANCY. 











OUR PARENTS HAVE SO FAR 
JULIE SEEMS ONLY GOTTEN A SMALL PART OF THEY SAID THE REST 
TIRED, BUT THE MONEY THE GOVERNMENT 18 SUPPOSED TO 
HAPEY. PROMISED US. ‘COME SOON. 


1S IT THE same 
FoR You? 












WULIES MOM says 
‘SHELL BELIEVE IT 
WHEN SHE SEES IT... 









BUT L THINK 
SHE'S HOPEFUL. 





WULIE HASN'T TOLD Mie MUCH 
ABOUT WHAT SHE WANTS TO PO 


AND AFTER THAT... 


Ve ALWAYS BEEN 
I sUProse sHes THE INTERESTED IN 
FASHION DESIGN... 7 








AS FOR THE OTHERS 
I’M NOT SURE HOW MUCH 
YouVe HEARD? 


I KNOW NANGY (5 OVER 8, 
80 SHES ALEGAL ADULT, AND 
‘GOT HER MONEY DIRECTLY. 


I HAVE No IDEA 
WHATS GOING ON 
WITH HER MOTHER. 


I JUST KNOW NANCY IS GOING 
0 ART SCHOOL IN CALIFORNIA. 


JULIE TOLD Me THAT WesT 
FINALLY OPENED UP TO HER 
ABOUT HIS PARENTS- 


BUT SINCE IT WAS. 
80 PERSONAL, SHE 
DIDNT RePeAT 
MUCH OF IT TO ME. 


RAYS GOING 70 TRY TO KEEP. 
GOING WITH HIS ACTING CAREER. 


I SUPPOSE THEY MIGHT 
END UP IN THE SAME PLACE. 


IT SOUNPS LIKE A DIFFICULT SITUATION- 


BUT ATLEAST HES 
TALKING TO THEM 
‘MORE, NOW. 





SHELL- AS IT EXISTS NOW- 
WANTS TO WORK WITH HIM CLOSELY. 


THEY WANT To sTuPY auUZY 
SERIOUSLY, ANP LEARN MORE 
ABOUT HOW THEIR DIGESTIVE 


FIGURE OUT SOME WAY 
SURGICALLY, PERHAPS— 


THAT WEST WILL BE 





I SUPPOSE THE FULL 
INVESTIGATION WILL 14 ANP NED'S case Is 
aE ALONG Time. Bene eeviarrer. 


IT SEEMS SHE IS OF SOUND MIND, 
‘$0 SHELL PROBABLY BE 
TRIED AS SUCH. 


SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT HER 
PERSONALITY MIGHT HAVE 
CHANGED, OR ABSORBED 
PARTS OF RUINDER, 


BUT IT SEEMS THOSE 
CHANGES ARE ONLY 
PHYSICAL. 


DID YOU HEAR? SHE FINALLY 
WOKE UP AND STARTED 
‘SPEAKING AGAIN. 


THOUGH SHE 
DOESN'T SAY MUCH. 


SHE IS STILL 
LULENSKI INSIDE. 


I DONT THINK WELL 
KNOW WHAT WILL 
BECOME OF HER 

FOR ALONG TIME. 





THE WHOLE WORLD IS TALKING 
IM GLAD WE'RE ALL TAKING SOME THE GHOSTS ARE ALL DESTROYED, 


site 15 Ber noiay POM EUR TOIN. ‘ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED ‘ie Ea AND ‘He Peocees 


USED 70 MAKE THEM Was LOST. 





IT WAS GETTING OVERWHELMING, ITS 60 STRANGE TO THINK 
HAVING TO DEAL WITH ALL THE IT ALL HAPPENED IN JUST 
QUESTIONS ANP EXPLANATIONS. ‘ONE NIGHT. 


I SUPPOSE LULENSKI MIGHT HAVE 

A SPECIAL PRIVILEGE, 

LEARNED IT FROM RUINPER, BUT IE g 
SHE DIP, SHES NOT SAYING 0. IN SOME WATS 


YES, EVEN AFTER EVERYTHING 
d THAT HAPPENED TO US, I STILL 
IT'S HARP TO PEscRIBE HOW WANT TO CALL IT THAT. 
STRANGE IT FEELS- 





THAT We MIGHT 
BE THE FIRST, LAST, 
‘ANP ONLY PEOPLE 
IN THE WORLD 
To EVER HAVE 
THESE MONSTERS. 





EVEN AFTER WHAT 
BINA TOLP US... 


ABOUT THE POTENTIAL 
"COMPLICATIONS" 
OF HAVING A MONSTER. 


SHE HAS DECIDED 
Ta STAY AND WORK WITH 
SHELL, STUDYING AYO 
‘ANP Hee OWN BODY, 


LKNOW IT WAS scary 
TO LEARN ABOUT THis. 
WERE ALL STILL FIGURING 


To FINP OUT FoR SURE 
HOW UR CONNECTIONS 
WITH OUR MONSTERS 

RK, 
AND WHETHER THE 


‘STRAIN IT PUTS ON 
OUR BOPIES IS REALLY 
WELL, 


OR MAYBE, EVEN 
IF IT IS TRUE, 


(OUT HOW TO FEEL ABOUT IT. 


BUT MAYBE, WITH 
STUPY, WELL FIND 
OUT THAT THEORY 


THERE MIGHT BE 
WAYS 70 LESSEN 
THe EFFECTS 
AND MAKE IT 
LIVABLE. 
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ALL. 


SHE SEEMS 
NORMAL ENOUGH, 
I SUPPOSE, 
AFTER EVERYTHING. 


IM HOPEFUL, 
CLAIRE. 
I REALLY AM. 


AND I HOPE 
YOU ARE, TOO. 





IM sure Youve 
HEARD 


BINA AND ABEL 
BROKE UP. 


I Wik 
Miss HIM. 








EVEN AFTER I HURT HIM, 
scleat el KNOWING THAT KIND OF 


KINDNESS existe 
SAW THE BEST IN ME. IT CHANGED SOMETHING 


INSIDE Me, 


IVE THOUGHT ABOUT REACHING OUT 
TO BINA, TOO. 


IM STILL NOT SURE HOW SHE 
FEELS ABOUT ME. 


I DONT KNOW. 
WF Lever TOLD BUT MAYBE IT'S 
HIM THAT. WORTH IT To TRY. 


um, Youre 
WRITING To CLAIRE, 
RIGHT? 


IT'S G00P AND ALL, 
BUT- 


DON'T YOU THINK 
IT'S GETTING 
KINDA LONG? 


— 


‘SHE MUST BE- 





iE 
Fern eaitns ‘een Her 
YOUR EX AT THE END... APOSTCARD. 
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. TCAN STILL 
“EVEN WITH EVERYTHING 2 “ 
THAT JUST HAPPENE? F. FEEL LIKE THIS: 


EVEN WITH A HOLE: 
WHERE MY HEART 
‘SHOULD BE- 





THE END. 


wa pele Vow MV lo 
Cah oe Mog tof. / 





